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B8PLY  or  nt  iixiizfxiii  rox  rouzoi  ifrAzits  to  the 
IRZTZIR  AUBAIIADOX. 


Uonsiaur  1 ' Ambaisadaur  t 


Septambor  2l8t,  1937. 


With  raforanea  to  tha  Inoidant  of  tho  wounding  of  Hit  Bri^onnle 
Uajesty’a  AmbaasAdor  to  China,  Sir  Hugho  Knatohbull*Hugt ofoa,  eon* 
oarning  whioh  1  mado  an  intar iq  roply  In  my  Vota  undar  tha  data 
of  Saptaiibar  6th,  1937,  I  now  hovo  tho  honour  to  inform  Ycur  E*- 
oallanoy  that  tha  inquiry  in  Shanghai  and  its  Tioinity  homing  bean 
oomplatad  tha  Japnnaao  Oorornmant  daairo  to  maka  tha  following  raplyi 

2.  Aa  the  raault  of  moat  oaroful  inwea tlgations  it  haa  boon  • 
aatabliahod  that  on  Auguat  E6th  at  2.35  p.m.,  two  Japaneaa  plonoa 
ma ohino •guanod  ond  boabod  two  motor*oara  whioh  ware  bolioTod,  in 
all.ilAaa'Hty,.  to  be  military  buaaaa  or  truoka  carrying  offioera  or 
aoldlera  of  tha  Chinaao  army  at  a  point  thraa  kllomotfoa  aouthaaat 
of  Katlngf  whora  tha  Chinoaa  foroaa  ware  eoneontrntad  attd  altttd 
Auguat  18th,  not  only  had  Japanasa  aaroplnnaa  made  fapaatad  attaoka 
upon  than  but  a  number  of  oarinl  oombata  bOtwaon  tha  Japaneaa  and 
Chinaao  planaa  had  taken  plaoe. 

3.  Owing  to  tha  diffioulty,<  in  proaent  oiroumstnnooa ,  of 
oonduoting  an  invaatigation  on  the  apot,  there  haa  boon  aome  alight 
diaorapanoy  in  the  Torious  reporta  recaivod  aa  to  tha  poaition  of 
tha  Ambaa8ado|:t a  motor-oar  at  tho  time  when  ha  wna  wounded,  but 

it  waa  aaoertainad  that  no  Japanoao  aeroplane  had  made  a  maohina- 
gun  attack  .  or  dropped  a  bomb  in  tho  locality  where  the  Ambaaaador 

■  ’  t 

waa  firat  reported  to  havo  been  wounded. 

However,  oareful  atudy  made  a imultanaoua ly  by  tho  Japaneaa 


and  Britiah  authoritiea  laada  to  tha  oonoluaion  that  tha 
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Dcaltion  of  tho  mctor-ccr  in  question  might  have  boon  to  tho 
southward  of  Knting,  instead  of  6  milos  south  of  Taitsang  as 
statsd  in  an  oarlior  British  report. 

4.  In  tho  light  of  all  thoso  oiroumstanoos ,  tho  Japanoso 
Oovornmont  oonsidor  that  tho  inoldor.t  may  have  boon  caused  by 
Japanoso  pianos  which  mi.stof’L  tho  /»r:\>a.*sad  or '  s  motor*  oar  ns  a 
military  bus  or  truck,  i-r  tne  v.  ing  of  ■cho  Ambassador  may 
thus  have  boon  due  to  the  notion,  however  involuntary,  of 
Japanoso  aircraft,  tho  Javor.o  .e  "cV’^TnaiOOl  d*:ciio  to  sor.voy 

to  His  Britannic  l’n;)ootv'a  Goverrmont  a  formal  expression  of 
tholr  deep  rogrot. 

5.  As  regards  tho  question  of  tho  punishraont  of  tho 
aviator  ooncornod,  it  is  noodloss  to  oay  that'  .tho  Japanoso 


Oovornmont  would  tako  suitnblo  stops  v/henovor  .t  was  ostablish- 


t-?- 


od  that  Japanoso  aviators  killed  or  woundod,  intentionally  or 
through  nogligonoo,  nationals  belonging  to  a  third  country. 


6.  As  stated  in  tholr  interim  note  of  Soptombor  6th, 
instructions  have  boen  sont  again'  to  tho  Japanoso  forces  in 
China  to  oxorclso  tho  groatost  ocro  in  sadoguardlng  non-com- 


r 


t'l  .V 


batants,  it  being  tho  desire  and  policy  of  tho- Japanese  Govern¬ 
ment  to  limit,  as  far  as  this  can  possibly  bo  done,  tho  dangers 
to  non-combatants  resulting  fr^m  tho  oxlstonco  of  hostilltlos 
in  China. 

I  avail  myself  od  this  oppoitunlty  to  ronow  to  Your  Sx- 
oollorov  tho  assuranoos  of  my  hlphoct  cons  Ido  ration. 


Ip  ■ 
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CERTIFICATE 


Statsmont  of  Souroo  and  Authontlolty 

I,  ODO,  Nftgaharu,  Assistant  Chief  of  tho  Archives  Section, 
Japanese  Foreign  Office,  hereby  certify  that  tho  document  in 

entitled  "R^PLY  OF  THE  MIPISTER  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  TO 
THE  BRITISH  AMBASSADOR"  (2i  Soptomber  1937)  is  an  oxact  and  true 
copy  of  an  official  translation  of  tho  Japaneso  Foreign  Office. 
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Certified  at  Tokyo  4  Octobor  1946. 


(sirnod)  Nacaharu,  ODO 
lignature  of  Official 
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’▼itnoss  t  (sirned  )  T.  SATO 
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